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Kelpies enmeshed in red tape
THE sculptor behind the Kelpies
has launched a blistering attack on
the Scottish Government and its
trade and tourism quangos.
Andy Scott, whose sculptures have
been sold and exhibited around the
world, was giving evidence to MSPs
investigating Scotland’s lacklustre
export figures.
Holyrood’s Energy, Economy and
Tourism Committee is looking at
ways of boosting the relatively small
number of Scottish firms that sell
their goods or services abroad.
Mr Scott, whose other works
include Heavy Horse in Glasgow and
Arria in Cumbernauld, wrote to the
MSPs to highlight his own dismal
personal experience.
He said any requests for
Government support were bogged
down in “overly complicated, timeconsuming, box-ticking hurdles that
seem to be part and parcel of seeking
assistance”.
In addition, he insisted that
Scottish Development International
and Scottish Enterprise were not
interested in helping “small-scale
creative/manufacturing” ventures.
He added that Creative Scotland
and VisitScotland refused to help
him exhibit two, one-tenth scale
Kelpie sculptures in New York for
Scotland Week last year.
The project eventually received

By Robert James
£20,000 from Culture Secretary
Fiona Hyslop, but Mr Scott was
obliged to use the Scottish
Government’s own PR company to
sell his work to the American public.
He said: “This caused various
problems and led to only minimal
exposure. In true Scottish style, we
missed an open goal.”
Despite this, he got offers to take
the replicas to Toronto, California,
Florida and Atlanta, but thought it
too “arduous” to ask for more public
money.
He said: “Their potential as
ambassadors for tourism and culture
in Scotland was, I think, immense.
“Instead of flying the flag for
Scotland in cities such as San
Francisco, they sit outside
Queen Margaret University in
Musselburgh.”
A Scottish Government
spokesman said Mr Scott’s
New York exhibition
“received widespread
coverage in the American
media”. He added that
ministers are “committed to
supporting Scottish businesses,
institutions and artists to
expand and reach out to
new overseas
markets”.

TOURISM OPPORTUNITY KNOCKED:
Sculptor Scott and the Kelpies

By Paula Murray
A SCOTS adventurer is about to
attempt his most dangerous
journey by crossing part of the
Bering Strait between Russia
and Alaska.
Mike Laird, who made a name
for himself in the Castaway 2000
reality series on the Hebridean
island of Taransay, will brave polar
bears and shifting ice floes to cross
25 miles of open water.
Only eight people have ever
crossed the Bering Strait on foot
– and Mr Laird hopes to lead the
first team to complete a return
journey next year.
On Thursday, the Edinburghbased financial consultant and his
co-traveller James Bingham will
be airlifted to Little Diomede island
in the middle of the 50-mile wide
strait. From there, they will spend
two weeks hiking to the Alaskan
coast as a recce for the full 2016
expedition.
Mr Laird, 45, who’ll face
temperatures as low as -60°C, has
written letters for his family in the
event of his death.
He said: “We are there just
as polar bears come out of
hibernation. They will be hungry.
“More than 4,000 people have
climbed Everest but only eight
have ever crossed the Bering Sea.
“I know we are only doing
a partial expedition, but it
is very much to test the
ground for a larger
expedition.
“James and I
both recognise just
how dangerous
this could be. I
have been to Iraq,
Syria and the
North Pole
before, but never
have I written
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EPIC: Mike Laird is
gearing up for his most
dangerous adventure
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letters for my family and
friends before.
“We are faced by severe
conditions and should one
of us get injured we only
have the other person to rely
on. That means we are
dragging almost double
the equipment of any
other trip.
“It will be
tough.
Apart

European
camping
holidays
from only
£4pppn!
We all need a holiday at some
point and with prices from as
little as £4 per person, per
night*, we can all have one.
Take your pick from some
of the most popular holiday
parks in France and mainland
Europe and stay in either a
fully-equipped tent or mobile
home accommodation.
There’s fun for all the family
with swimming pools, spa
facilities, water-slides, kids
clubs** and much more.
Don’t miss out on this
fantastic offer. Book today to
bag the best bargains.
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from the polar bears, we face
drifting ice. When you go to sleep
you have no idea where you are
going to wake up the next day
should that floe drift away.
“Our plan is to be back on
March 15, but I have already told
my employer I may not make it
back until later if at all.”
The smaller trek will cost £20,000,
but Mr Laird is still drumming up
support for the two-way crossing.
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Led Zeppelin’s Jimmy Page
on remastering the band’s
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SUNDAY EXPRESS COMPETITION

WIN £1,000 OF
ASDA VOUCHERS
WITH PLENTY
Enter now for your chance
to win £1,000 of ASDA
vouchers in association
with Plenty. For many
people 2015 is about
working smarter not harder
and that’s one of the great
things about Plenty
household towels – they do
more than you think.
With so many ingenious
uses, you will be amazed at
what Plenty can do for you.
Strong when wet,
super-absorbent and
re-useable, with a range of
products so you can find
the right Plenty product for
you.
Feel inspired? Visit
Plenty’s YouTube channel
for even more genius tips:
youtube.com/plentygenius

HOW TO ENTER

Call 0911 719 0868 (82ppm)* or text SXASDA
followed by your email address, name and
address to 86660 (£2)**. To enter via post please
send your details and telephone number on a
postcard to: ASDA Vouchers Competition,
PO BOX 12581, Sutton Coldfield B73 9BX.
Only one entry per postcard please. This
competition closes at midnight on April 8, 2015
and three working days later for postal entries.

TERMS & CONDITIONS: *Calls cost 82p per minute from a BT landline plus network extras and last
2.5 minutes. Calls from other networks and mobiles may cost more. **Texts cost £2 plus your
usual network rate. Entrants must be 18 or over. Winners will be selected at random from all valid
entries. The Editor’s decision is final. For full T&Cs, see www.express.co.uk/campaigns/terms/7. By
responding to promotions, offers and competitions you agree that Northern & Shell & the Sunday
Express may contact you by post, SMS and/or email with offers, goods or services that may be of
interest to you. To stop receiving SMS messages please text ‘NS NOINFO’ to the originating number.
Express Newspapers/Northern & Shell reserves the right to offer these promotions in its portfolio
of titles. Prizes are subject to availability. Images are for representational use only. SP: Spoke,
London W1B 2AG. Helpline: 0333 202 3390.

SUNDAY EXPRESS PROMOTIONS

HOW TO CLAIM
THIS OFFER

Please visit the website
www.justcamping france.
co.uk/sundayexpress or
call 0844 493 1464 to take
advantage of this deal.
TERMS & CONDITIONS
*Offer price is based on four
people sharing tent
accommodation for seven nights,
arriving Saturday May 16
(selected sites). Mobile home

FREE LIMITED EDITION The
Sound Of Music poster

accommodation from £6pppn for
seven nights arriving May 16
(selected sites) also available to
book. Parks available in France,
Spain, Holland and Italy. Other
dates and accommodation types
are also available. Price subject to
availability at the time of booking.
**Facilities and activities vary
according to location and park
booked. Some on-site activities
may incur additional charges and
may only be available during high
season. Kids clubs are available at
most sites but may not be open
during low-season periods. To be
booked by March 31, 2015.

To celebrate the release of the 50th
anniversary edition of classic family
film The Sound Of Music, the Sunday
Express has teamed up with 20th
Century Fox Home Entertainment to
bring you this amazing offer.
Pick up a wonderful double-sided
poster featuring the original 1965 film
artwork as well as a special 50th
anniversary design on the other. It
really is the ultimate collector’s item.
Experience this magnificent movie
musical on DVD or Blu-ray, filled with
unforgettable songs including
‘Do-Re-Mi’, ‘My Favorite Things’ and
‘The Sound Of Music’.

HOW TO CLAIM

Take the coupon to the till of any
participating WHSmith high
street store to pick up your free
poster. See coupon for details.
ON BLU-RAY™ & DVD FROM
MARCH 2, 2015
● If you have a query
with this promotion
contact the promoter on
01277 525190 or info@
creativepathmarketing.
com. Please do not
contact the retailer or
the Sunday Express.

© 2015 Twentieth Century Fox Home
Entertainment LLC. All Rights Reserved.

FREE Sound Of Music poster at WHSmith
OFFER VALID TODAY ONLY
TERMS & CONDITIONS: 1 Coupon is valid in WHSmith high street stores only. Excludes outlet stores,
online and travel stores, including those at airports, railway stations, motorway service stations,
hospitals and work places. 2 Subject to availability and while stocks last. 3 Cannot be used in
conjunction with any other promotional coupon. 4 Only one coupon can be redeemed per transaction
and it must be surrendered upon use. 5 No cash alternative. 6 Photocopies will not be accepted and
coupon is not transferable. 7 WHSmith reserves right to reject any coupon it deems, in its sole
discretion, to have been forged, defaced or otherwise tampered with.

